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the same language, make coins of the. same name and value, and, as a 
first step towards the wished-for state, that only one unit of measure, of 
weight, and of temperature should be lawfully employed by all peoples alike; 
but it will be yet very’ long, nevertheless, before practical men of the Anglo- 
Saxon family—the bread-winners—who employ weights and measures in 
their many daily vocations, as land-surveyors, constructors of buildings and 
ships, machinists, mechanics, traders—will be convinced of the necessity, 
or propriety even, of adopting the Centigrade thermometer and the metric 
system of weights and measures exclusively, seeing that the metric system 
rests, in fact, on an arbitrary basis, and is not more exact or convenient 
than any other. Comparatively few Americans are in favor of it. It is 
conjectured that probably less than ten per cent, of all the physicians and 
apothecaries in active professional business, including those among us of 
foreign birth, or parentage, look forward to the introduction of the use of 
the metric system in prescribing, and into the pharmacist’s laboratory, as 
an improvement fraught with palpable benefit in any sense to cither practi¬ 
tioner or patient. The question whether the entire system, standards, and 
names of the weights and measures in lawful use by fifty millions of people 
shall be totally changed without lawful authority, is profoundly important. 
It is made very complex by the multitude of interests concerned, and, 
therefore, its solution should be confided to our wisest statesmen in 
authority. Until after the national legislature has determined that 
the people shall use tire metric system, its adoption by any profession or 
class seems untimely, although statutes of the United States permit its 
use at this time. If the Pharmacopoeia of the United States of America 
were prepared and published under the direct authority of the government, 
and it is hoped the next revision will be, it is probable that quantities 
would be expressed in it only in the lawfully prescribed weights and 
measures in common use, and in this respect not in advance of the times. 

The appendix of the National Dispensatory contains a table of maxi¬ 
mum doses ; tables of different weights and measures; rules for converting 
apothecaries’ weights and measures into their respective equivalents into 
metric terms ; a table relating to specific gravities of liquids ; a table for 
comparing degrees of the Centigrade and Fahrenheit thermometers; a table 
of elements, and a list of reagents. 

A general index, in three columns, occupies 66 pages, and an index of 
therapeutics, 34 pages. 

In every respect, the work, in all its parts, is well done, and creditable 
to both authors and publishers. Their enterprise deserves success. 

W. S. W. R. 


Art. XXVII_ Traitc des Fi'evres Bilieuses et Typhiques des Pays Chauds. 

Par le Dr. A. Cokrf., Medecin de Ire Classe de la Marine; Pro- 
fesseur Agregc a l’Ecole de Medecine Navale de Brest. Avec 35 
Traces de Temperature dans le text. 8vo. pp. 567. Paris : Octave 
Doin, 1883. 

A Treatise on the Fevers of Hot Climates. By Dr. A. Corre. 

This elaborate and learned treatise, written from the standpoint of the 
naval surgeon, and devoted to the consideration of a group of diseases 
peculiar to or greatly modified by their occurrence in tropical and sub- 
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tropical lands, will scarcely come into the hands of many of the readers of 
this journal. Nevertheless to a discriminating few, whose lot is cast in 
such lands, it will be in some respects very welcome and useful. It will 
find place also upon the shelves of physicians who are interested in the 
study of the general subject of the fevers. 

Dr. Corre in the preface briefly informs his readers how he was led to 
write this book. Unable to accept the description of certain pyretic 
diseases, as they stand in the classic works on medicine, he has under¬ 
taken to recast the whole subject of these bilious and typh-fevers ( Jievres 
bilieuses et typhiques ) as they are observed in hot countries. His 
reason for this undertaking is that the systematic accounts are so incom¬ 
plete and misleading, and the differential diagnosis so obscure, that these 
diseases have been declared to constitute the chaos of inter-tropical 
pathology. He has not been unaware of the difficulties of this task, nor 
does he pretend to have solved a problem which is worthy of the con¬ 
verging labors of more than one generation of students. But he has 
striven to render the labors of those who lollow him in the investigation 
of exotic fevers easier and freer from obstacles. 

The preface concludes as follows :— 

“ Nous avons observe et nous avons apprecie les faits avec conscience et 
independance : nous souhaitons que nos lecteurs jugent notre oeuvre avec 
l’esprit qui nous l’a dictee.” 

One may truly write an excellent book and make shipwreck of a page of 
preface. 

A general study of fevers very properly leads the way to the considera¬ 
tion of the special fevers, which are taken up in the following order:— 

I. (a) Common bilious fever or gastro-bilious fever (Fievre bilieuse 
banale, oil gastrique bilieuse). 

(b) Ardent or inflammatory endemic fever (Fievre dite bilieuse in- 
flammatoire.) 

II. Remittent fever (Fievre bilieuse paludcenne). 

III. Bilious remittent with hatmaturia, hamiorhagie malarial fever 
(Fievre bilieuse hcmaturique ou melanurique hemoglobinurique). 

IV. Typho-malarial fevers (Fievres typho-malarieuses). 

The author understands by typho-malarial fevers, pyrexias which, 
engendered under the double influence of malarial conditions and typh 
conditions ( conditions typhiques), present an association of phenomena 
suggesting both sources of intoxication. 

There are three forms :— 

1. Fevers that are typho-malarial by association or duplication. Here 
there is a parallel and simultaneous evolution of two pyrexias, each 
developed under the influence of its own infection, independently of its 
congener. 

2. Fevers that are properly called typho-malarial. Here the pyrexia is 
simple, engendered under the influence of a single agent ( typho-malaria) 
originating externally to the organism infected. These fevers may be 
designated clinically by the {arm jievres malarieuses typhoidiform. 

3. Transformed typho-malarial fevers, in which the malarial fever be¬ 
comes typhoid ( typhique ), under the influence of an infection engendered 
by the organism itself. This form is called fievre malarieuse typhoid par 
transformation. 

This subject, and much that follows it, are rendered obscure by the re¬ 
tention of the old view as to the common etiological relations of the group 
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of fevers to which the term typhus was formerly, and is still by Continental 
writers comprehensively applied; and of which typhus recurrens (relapsing), 
typhus exant.hematicus (typhus), typhus abdominalis (enteric), typhus 
amaril (yellow fever), and typhus cerebro-spinal (cerebro-spinal fever) are 
looked upon as varieties. 

Great indeed must be the state of confusion in which this subject of the 
fevers exists in the classical treatises, if the nosological arrangement of 
the author is an improvement upon it. Compared with the simple plan 
of English and American pathologists, which refers particular fevers to 
single and distinct (specific] causes, it is indeed, “a chaos of pathology,” 
Dark indeed must be the border land of differential diagnosis, if this 
arrangement can illumine its obscurity. 

V. Relapsing fever. (Typhus recurrent et fievre typhoide-bilieuse— 
typhus collapsive.) 

This fever is defined as an epidemic fever observed under an especial 
medical constitution (tine constitution medicate particuliere), to which 
miasmatic influences appear to be not always foreign, and under condi¬ 
tions which ordinarily give rise to typhus exanthematicns; a fever charac¬ 
terized by special phenomena of a typh ( typliique ) character, often ac¬ 
companied by the bilious state, by tendency to adynamia, by relapses 
under the form of recurrence at long intervals, by the habitual presence 
of a spirillum in the blood, by the frequency of enlargement and softening 
of the spleen. Relapsing fever is described and classed with the “bilious- 
typhoid” of Greisinger and other writers as one, the latter being the 
specialized form that occurs in tropical climates. 

VI. Yellow fever (Typhus amaril, on fievre jaune), 

VII. Enteric or typhoid fever (Typhus abdominal, ou fievre typhoide, 
and in the same chapter and under the same general heading), 

VIII. Typhus fever (Typhus exanthematique), and, 

IX. A form of typhus peculiar to the high inter-tropical plateaus (Typhus 
des hauts plateaux des regions inter-tropical). 

This last fever has been observed among the peoples dwelling in the 
high regions of Peru and Mexico. It has been variously looked upon, 
sometimes as enteric, sometimes as typhus fever, but the author, whose 
efforts to observe facts with conscience and independence (avec conscience 
et indipendance) have been clogged by the very traditions from which he 
seeks to escape, agrees with Jourdanet, in regarding this fever as due to an 
original form of typh-activity ( typhism ), whatever that may be. This 
opinion is shown to be untenable by the evidence adduced to prove it, 
namely, the symptomatology and pathological anatomy of the disease, 
which are clearly those of enteric fever, modified, perhaps, by the high 
altitude, perhaps by the soil, or by both, in which it exists. 

This book is written in a style learned without pedantry, exact without 
undue minuteness of statement, graphic and simple ; its descriptions are 
brief, terse, and accurate; its sincerity manifest, its erudition profound. 
Yet its author has been so hampered by doctrines no longer tenable, and 
in truth so little recognized as to be almost unknown to English students 
of our day, that to place it in the hands of our medical students would 
result in a bewilderment that would indeed amount to a “ pathological 
chaos” come again. J. C. W. 



